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The inaugural hybrid Eastern African Agroecology Conference was a huge success, thanks to
the dedication of all the partners who worked tirelessly around the clock either individually or
through their organizations. The Conference Organizing Committee (COC) is indebted to all
who contributed to making the conference a success. The COC extends special gratitude to
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), Biovision Foundation of Switzerland,
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), GIZ Kisumu Kenya, NCBA Bank Kenya, United
States Mission to African Union (USAU), for providing financial support to the agroecology
conference. Very special thanks to Hon. Fred Bwino Kyakulaga, Minister of State for Agriculture,
Uganda for officially opening and closing the conference and sharing the practical experiences
from Uganda on what the government is doing to promote agroecology adoption.

The COC also acknowledges the people of Kenya for being excellent hosts and a special thank
you to the Government of Kenya through the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development and County Governments through the Council of Governors for their contribution
in shaping the conference programme and for participating in the conference sessions. Indeed,
this was a solid confirmation that the Government of Kenya is committed to the transformation
of the agricultural and food systems in the Country. The COC is indebted to all the
distinguished speakers who brought a wealth of knowledge from research and practice to
enrich discussions during the main plenary sessions, breakout sessions, side events and even
during the one-on-one consultations. The speakers provoked delegates to delve deeper into
the different themes and promote the sharing of real-time cases and data for reference and
evidence sharing. This made the conference more relevant and practical.

Special thanks go to all the exhibitors for showcasing the latest innovations and technologies
and for sharing knowledge and skills when delegates visited their stands. The exhibitors were
drawn from the region and with some having international affiliations thereby giving the
conference an international outlook.

To more than 600 delegates (in-person and online) who graced the conference, the COC will
forever be indebted because without their participation the conference would not have taken
place. Not only did they make the event a success, but they also made it become the largest
inaugural Eastern Africa agroecology conference.

The COC is indebted to the Safari Park Hotel and Casino for excellent conference planning
and facilities working closely with the COC to organize entertainment for the delegates
through their Kayamba Entertainment Team. Special gratitude goes to the management team
of Best House events company for excellent service from registration to the management of
public address system, to management of sound systems in both the main plenary hall and the
breakout rooms and the management of online presentations. By extension, gratitude is also
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extended to the other excellent service providers for their exemplary and timely delivery of
services that saw the seamless delivery of the conference.

We would also like to send a special thank you to the hosts of the conference field visits, Mr.
Charles Mawia (farmer in Machakos), Taste the Forests Kenya Ltd (farm in Limuru) and Grow
Biointensive Agriculture Centre of Kenya (G-BIACK) in Kiambu.

Last but not least, to all the delegates, friends, partners, and advocators of Agroecology from
within and beyond the African continent who by their participation, individually and or
collectively contributed to a great and successful conference that sparked off the anticipated
series of Eastern Africa Agroecology Conference.

May the Almighty God bless you richly.
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CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

1. Biovision Africa Trust

Eastern and Southern Africa Small-Scale Farmers' Forum
African Centre for Agroecology and Livelihood Systems (Acalise)
10. KAPI Ltd

1. Practical Action

12. Center For Food and Adequate

13. Living Rights

14. CUC and Inspections Kenya Limited

15. World Animal Protection

2. Pelum Association

3. Knowledge Hub for East Africa (KHEA) with support from GIZ/BMZ
4. GIZ Kenya

5. SNV

6. Slow Food

7. Interact

8.

0.

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development

22> Page8| 186



RICA AGROECOLO

VSTEMS FOR Regp, C
5,‘(}“6 f?:\fﬂml AND SOCIAL WSLYE’E leBONks
S
et i S Rop, $@
AN "o)., 'vo
N «qy o? &

fio a
Food Systems for i and i

CONFERENCE POSTERS

Sub- Theme 1

1.

Efficacy of eucalyptus ash (eucalyptus globules 1) on the tomatoes' (solunum
lycoperscum) shelf life under room temperature Storage Conditions in Central Uganda
- Mr. Tumwizere Collin, Mr. Kalanzi Keefa & Dr. Marius Murongo.

Soil Carbon, Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Ph Impacts from a Two-Year Trial of
Agroecological Practices Conducted with a Farmer Researcher Network in Western
Kenya - Dr. Steven Vanek, Mr. Gabriel Chege, Dr. John Ojiem, Dr. Beth Medvecky & Mr.
Daniel Nyambok.

Farmer Research Network Tests the Effects of Soil Health Interventions on Striga
Hermonthica and Maize Productivity in The Lake Zone of Kenya - Dr. Beth Medvecky,
Dr. John Ojiem, Mr. Daniel Nyambok & Dr. Steven Vanek.

The Kenya Agroecology Hub's Experiences with a Farmer Research Network Approach
- Dr. Beth Medvecky, Mr. Kevin Wanjare, Dr. Elizabeth Dyck & Dr. David Stern.
Intensified Agroecological-Based Cropping Systems to Enhance Food Security,
Environmental Safety, and Income of Smallholder Vegetable Producers in East Africa -
Dr. Daniel Mutyambai, Ms. Fathiya Khamis, Mr. Solveig Haukeland, Dr. Thomas Dubois,
Dr. Saliou Niassy & Mr. Komivi Akutse.

Evaluation of Potential Repellent Plants for Developing Vegetable Push-Pull Cropping
System Against Cabbage Aphids (Brevicoryne Brassicae) in Smallholder Kale
Production Systems - Mr. Bretor Mutua, Mr. Komivi Akutse, Ms. Fathiya Khamis, Mr.
Solveig Haukeland, Dr. Thomas Dubois, Dr. Saliou Niassy & Dr. Daniel Mutyambai.

Sub-Theme 2

1.

Testing The Efficacy of Biofertilizers - Dr. Elizabeth Dyck, Dr. Beth Medvecky, Ms. Prisca
Cherono, Mr. Patrick Shiundu, Mr. Andrew Simotwo & Mr. Evans Wesonga.

Effect of Sisal (Agave Sisalana) and Sweet Thorn (Acacia Karroo) Ethno-Medicinal
Extracts on Prevalence of Selected Pests and Diseases in Assila F1 Tomato Variety - Mr.
Maganda Faruk, Ms. Acero Miria, Dr. Byalebeka John, Dr. Joseph Ssekandi & Dr. Marius
Murongo.

Contribution of Different Farming Systems to Soil and Ecological Health in Trans Nzoia
County, Kenya - Dr. Janeth Chepkemoi, Prof. Richard Onwonga, Mr. Noel Templer, Mr.
Elkana Kipkoech & Ms. Angela Gitau.
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Sub-Theme 5

1.

2.

4.

Policy Recommendations on Agroecology Approaches for Sustainable Agriculture and
Food Systems That Enhance Food Security and Nutrition in Vihiga County-Kenya - Mr.
Reuben Chumba K. B, Ms. Olimba Lillian Aluso, Dr. Caroline Wambui, Mrs. Ennia
Bosshard & Mr. Harrison Carter.

Trench Gardening: An Agroecological Means to Improve Access to Food and Nutrition
in Arid and Semi-Arid Areas of Ethiopian Rift Valley - Dr. Hailu A. Tedla.

Herbs Made in Africal Bringing Health & Food to People, Crops & Animals. Exploring
Herbs as Medicine, Food, Spices, Essential Oils and Cosmetics - Ms. Bakirya Judith.
Strengthening the Farmer Managed Seed System for Sustainable Food Systems and
Biodiversity Conservation, a Case of Lindi and Mtwara Regions in Tanzania - Mr. Daud
Manongi.
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Outcomes

1. Overall food systems transformation agenda in Eastern Africa in line with agroecological
principles and practices embraced.

2. The ecosystem of organizations and initiatives working towards food systems
transformation based on agroecology strengthened.

3. Strategies and joint initiatives on key levers for food systems transformation (knowledge

generati

on & dissemination, policy reform, market systems development, investments)

advanced.

4. Support

and implementation of agroecology-criented policies from government

institutions and other key stakeholders in the region enhanced.

DAY ONE: 21" MARCH 2023

Timings Activity

7.00am - Registration and Cultural Entertainment

8.30am

8.30am - PLENARY SESSION 1

10.30am Keynote Speech: Scaling up Agroecology Initiatives: Lessons learnt, successes,

aspirations, and opportunities: Dr. Emma Siliprandi, Agricultural Officer-Plant
Production and Protection Division (NSP), FAO

Speaker: Can farmer- centered research drive food systems transformation? Dr.
Sara Namirembe - McKnight Collaborative Crop Research Program (CCRP) — East
& Southern Africa (ESAf) Region

Panel Discussion:

Dr. Emma Siliprandi-FAO, Dr. Sara Namirembe McKnight Foundation, Dr. Dismas
Mwikali - East Africa Community

Moderator: Dr. David Amudavi

Toom

Strengt

CUETor oo e SweTons

hening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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11.00am -
12:30pm

OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY

Entertainment

Kenya National Anthem and EAC National Anthem

Opening Prayers

Welcome Remarks - Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee: Dr. David
Amudavi, Executive Director, Biovision Africa Trust (BvAT)

Remarks by Representative from the African Union Commission (AUC) - Sarah
Ashanut Ossiya, Animal Production Expert at AU-IBAR, representing Dr.
Godfrey Bahiigwa, Director of Agriculture and Rural Development for the
African Union Commission

Official Opening of the Conference by: Minister of State for Agriculture, Uganda
-Hon. Fred Bwino Kyakulaga, Minister of State for Agriculture, Uganda

Keynote Speech: Pathways to Food Systems Transformation towards Resilience
and Sustainability in Africa: Dr. Hans R. Herren, President and CEO, Millennium
Institute, Co-Founder and President Biovision Foundation, Recipient of the World
Food Prize, Recipient of the Alternative Nobel Prize, Washington, DC.

Panelists: Dr. Hans Herren, Dr. Sarah, Osia and Hon. Fred Bwino Kyakulaga

Master of Ceremony - Johnson Mwakazi, Director, The Royal Voice
International

2:00pm -
4:00pm

PLENARY SESSION 2

Keynote Speech: Taking Agroecological, Scientific Innovations and
Breakthroughs to Scale in Africa: Prof Zeyaur Khan, Thomas Odhiambo
Distinguished Research Fellow, Leader, Push-Pull Programme, International Centre
of Insect Physiology and Ecology

Speaker 1: Demystifying the Myth: Can Organic Agriculture Feed the World?

Dr. Noah Adamtey, Senior Research Scientist in the Department of International
Cooperation at the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture in Switzerland
Roundtable Discussion:

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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Panelists: Prof Zeyaur Khan, Dr Noah Adamtey, Bo Lager, Hakim Belaraine and
Prof Simplice Vodouhe

Moderator: Prof Charles Ssekyewa

BREAKOUT SESSIONS/PARALLEL SESSIONS
Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Differential Responses of Bactrocera Dorsalis and its Parasitoids to
Headspaces of Different Varieties of Tree-Attached Mango Fruits and the
Associated Chemical Profiles - Mr. Raphael Njurai Miano Dr. Samira A.
Mohamed, Dr. Xavier Cheseto, Dr. Shepard Ndlela, Dr. Tibebe Dejene
Biasazin, Prof. Abdullahi Ahmed Yusuf, Prof. Egmont Rohwer & Prof. Teun
Dekker.

The Role of Agroforestry Systems in Improving Farmlands and Livelihoods in
Agroecological Highlands Zones of Buberuka-Rwanda - Mr. Isaac
Mubashakwaya.

Qutcomes of A Multi-Year Agroecology Research and Advocacy Project in
Tanzania — Focus on Maize Production - Dr. Angelika Hilbeck & Ms. Gladness
Brush.

Evaluating the Effect of Different Organic Manures on The Performance of
Black Eye Cowpea Variety b8 - Mr. Richard Oyat & Dr. Marius Murongo.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

The Kenya Agroecology Hub's Experiences with A Farmer Research Network
Approach - Dr. Beth Medvecky, Mr. Kevin Wanjare, Dr. Elizabeth Dyck & Dr.
David Stern.

Aflatoxin As a Factor in The Decline of Agricultural Incomes and impacts on
Food Security in Meru and Tharaka Nithi Counties in The Eastern Region of
Kenya - Prof. Linda Ethangatta, Prof. Renson Muchiri, Dr. Bonface Ireri Ngari,
Dr. Kendi Muchungi, Dr. Kimani Gichuhi & Mr. Kagwathi Githii.

From Agroecology to Organic Farming: A Review of Best Practices and
Lessons Learned - Mr. Rakoto Rakotondramanana & Mr. Tahina Raharison.
From Organic Farming to Agroecological Farming, What Challenges Do
Organic Farmers Face in Central Uganda? - Mr. Bienvenu Dagoudo
Akowedaho, Prof. Charles Ssekyewa, Dr. Joseph Ssekandi, Ms. Khady Ngom
& Prof. Ismail M. Moumouni.
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Theme 2: Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and
health: Soil health and farmer managed seed systems.

1.

Farmer-Centred Interventions: A Key Approach for Agroecological Transition
in Meru and Laikipia - Mr. Sam Njogo, Ms. Nadége Kippeurt & Mr. Joses
Muthamia.

Evaluation of Biopesticides for Traditional African Vegetables in Kenya - Mr.
Martin Barare, Dr. Ralph Roothaert & Dr. Paola Sotelo.

Soil Health Interventions in The Central Highlands of Ethiopia - Mr. Amha
Besufkad, Dr. Wubetu Bihon Legesse & Mr. Gemechis Jaleta.

Organic Farming System Enhances Below Ground Biodiversity Than
Conventional Farming System in The Tropics - Dr. Edward Karanja, Dr. Noah
Adamtey, Mr. David Bautze, Dr. Hans-Martin Krause, Dr. John Anyango, Ms.
Janet Atandi, Mr. Felix Matheri, Mr. Nderitu Mwangi, Ms. Nancy Mwende
Munvyoki, Dr. Ruegg Johanna, Dr. Akansha Singh & Dr. Thomas Dubois.

Theme 2: Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and

health: Soil health and farmer managed seed systems

1

Cereal-Legume-Based Cropping Systems Under Conventional and Organic
Management in Malawi: Insights from A Demonstration Trial- Mr. Andrew
Thadzi, Mr. Mike Ching’amba, Mr. Shaibu Kananji, Dr. Kadzere Irene, Ms.
Anastazia Pemba, Ms. Stefanie Zeiss, Ms. Alexandra Farrington-Schomburg,
Ms. Wendy Zavala Escobar, Dr. Pasani Kumambala & Dr. Noah Adamtey.
The Struggle to Scale Up Agroecology in Constrained Areas: The Case of
Agro-Ecological Technical Center of The South (Ctas) In Southern
Madagascar - Ms. Tolotra Henintsoa Ranaivoharimanana.

Moderators: FiBL, Pelum Kenya, Biovision Africa Trust, Pelum Uganda & Seed
Savers Network, TOAM and ROAM

HEALTH BREAK & EXHIBITIONS

BREAK OUT SESSIONS/PARALLEL SESSIONS
Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming

systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Elements of Agroecological Pest and Disease Management- Dr. Angela
Mkindi, Ms. Yolice Tembo, Prof. Philip Stevenson & Prof. Steven Belmain.

Cocoa Versus Rubber Tree Landscapes: Are Tree-Based Commodity
Hotspots of Soil Biodiversity? Evidence From Coéte D'ivoire- Ms. Léontine
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Adahé, Dr. Martinez Guei, Dr. Julien N'dri Prof. Jérébme Tondoh & Prof.
Constant Yves Adou Yao.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Impacts and Drivers to Wonder Multistorey Gardens for Crop Production
Among Urban Households: Evidence from Nairobi City, Kenya - Mr. Andrew
Abiya, Dr. Saliou Niassy, Dr. David Kupesa, Mr. Evanson Omuse & Dr. Menale
Kassie.

The Effects in Crop Yield: Observation from Farmer-Led Research of Agro-
Ecological Practices - Ms. Luambano Kihoma, Dr. Ayubu Churi, Prof. Camilius
Sanga & Dr. Eugenio Tisselli.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Soil Carbon, Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Ph Impacts from A Two-Year Trial of
Agroecological Practices Conducted with A Farmer Researcher Network in
Western Kenya - Dr. Steven Vanek, Mr. Gabriel Chege, Dr. John Ojiem, Dr.
Beth Medvecky & Mr. Daniel Nyambok.

Soil Quality Change Following Compost and Farmyard Manure Application
in Maize and Cassava Based Agro-Ecosystems of Mvomero and Masasi -
Tanzania - Mr. John Constantine, Dr. Mawazo Shitindi, Prof. Kallunde Sibuga
& Dr. Angelika Hilbeck.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Agricultural Biotechnology in Transforming Food Systems for Responsible
Production, Consumption and Social Wellbeing- Dr. Tadessa Bedada.

The Efficiency of Rabbit Urine as An Ecological Friendly Bio-Pesticide for
Controlling Pest of Ethiopian Mustard (Brassica Carinata)- Dr. Naza Mmbaga,
Mr. Julius Missanga & Dr. Kelvin Ngongolo.

Moderators: FiBL, Pelum Kenya, and Biovision Africa Trust
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Timing  Activity
8.30am - PLENARY SESSION 3

10:30am Reflections on Day 1

Keynote Speech: Role of Farmers' Movements in Promoting Agroecology in
Africa: Ms. Shamika Mone, President of Intercontinental Network of Organic
Farmers Organisations (INOFQO)

Speaker 1: Strengthening Organic Trade in Africa — Bert-Jan Ottens, Owner &
Senior Adviser, ProFound - Advisers in Development, Den Haag, Zuid-Holland,
Netherlands.

Speaker 2: Prioritizing Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures in Ecological

Organic Agriculture Marketing and Trade in Africa - Diana Akullo Ogwal -
Principal Officer, SPS Department of Trade in Goods and Competition - AfCFTA
Secretariat.

Speaker 3: Making Agroecology Attractive to the Youth for Contributing to
Resilient and Sustainability Food Systems in Africa: Richard Mugisha, Regional
Coordinator-Youth Track - Rwanda | Kenya | Ethiopia.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

Panelists: Shakima Mone, Diana Akullo Ogwal, Richard Mugisha, Lise Chantal
Dusabe and Eustace Kiarii

Moderator: Wanjiru Kamau

11.00am - BREAK OUT SESSIONS/PARALLEL SESSIONS
1.00pm Theme 2: Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and

health: Soil health and farmer managed seed systems.

1. Farmer Research Network Tests the Effects of Soil Health Interventions on
Striga Hermonthica and Maize Productivity in The Lake Zone of Kenya- Dr.
Beth Medvecky, Dr. John Ojiem, Mr. Daniel Nyambok & Dr. Steven Vanek.

2. Digital Training Enhances Organic Smallholder Farming Practices in Africa-
Ms. Selina Ulmann, Ms. Faith Maiyo, Mr. Benjamin, Ms. Lise Chantal Dusabe &
Mr. Dieudonne Sindikubwabo.

3. Adoption Of Agroecological Approaches in Traditional African Vegetables in
Kenya: Motivations, Barriers and Opportunities for Scaling Up - Ms. Anne
Mwatha, Dr. Rosina Wanyama & Dr. Ralph Roothaert.

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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Theme 2: Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and
health: Soil health and farmer-managed seed systems.

1. Swiss Ngo Alliance Sufosec Tackling the Global Food and Nutrition Crisis
Through Agroecological Transformation - Ms. Veronica Massawe, Ms. Melanie
Rantschen, Mr. Volker Eick, Dr. Thomas Gass, Prof. Johanna Jacobi, Prof.
Stephan Rist, Ms. Nicole Stolz & Dr. Maurice Tschopp.

2. Infonet-Biovision: An Online Farmer Information Platform for Promoting
Sustainable Development and Organic Agriculture in Africa - Mr. Charei
Waweru & Ms. Monique Hunziker.

3. The Impact of Post-Harvest Response on Sustainable Consumption -Dr. Jonas
Yawovi Dzinekou, Ms. Susan Mwangi & Dr. David Kirimi.

Theme 3: Women and Youth in Agroecology

1. Women Involvement in Use of Ethnomedicinal Products in Masaka and Mpigi
Districts, Uganda - Prof. Grace Njeri Njoroge, Mr. Godfrey Vianney Bwogi &
Dr. Marius Murongo.

2. Organic Lifestyle Influencer Approach (Olia): Promoting Awareness and
Consumption of Sustainable Food Through Social Media Campaigns- Mr.
Martin Njoroge, Ms. Selina Ulmann, Dr. Thomas Bernet, Ms. Lilian Mbithe, Mr.
Benjamin & Mr. Mike Otieno.

3. Herbs Made in Africal Bringing Health & Food to People, Crops & Animals.
Exploring Herbs as Medicine, Food, Spices, Essential Qils and Cosmetics - Ms.
Bakirya Judith.

4. Roles Of Women and Youth in Agroecoclogy to Increase Food Production and
Reduce Income Poverty in Dodoma Semi-Arid, Tanzania - Dr. Leopody Gayo.

Theme 4: Ecological Organic Trade, Markets, and Economy

1. Testing The Efficacy of Biofertilizers.-. Dr. Elizabeth Dyck, Dr. Beth Medvecky,
Ms. Prisca Cherono, Mr. Patrick Shiundu, Mr. Andrew Simotwo & Mr. Evans
Wesonga.

2. Addressing Challenges in Access to Ecological Inputs at The Smallholder Level
in Ethiopia: The Case of Veggies 4 Planet and People Project- Mr. Gemechis
Jaleta, Mrs. Leah Mwaura, Dr. Ralph Roothaert

3. Working With Micro and Small Agroecological Enterprises in Lake Victoria
Zone, Uganda. - Mr. Patrick Delba Kiirya.

Roundtable Discussion: ARSO, Private Organic Companies, Certification
companies, ProFound, NOAMs, etc
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Moderators: Pelum Ugandaq, Seed Savers, YALTA, TOAM, ROAM, KOAN and

ProFound
2.00pm - PLENARY SESSION 4
4:00pm Keynote Speech: Why social movements are crucial to the agroecological

transition - Dr Million Belay General Coordinator, Alliance for Food Sovereignty
in Africa (AFSA)

Speaker 1: The Agroecology Codlition: an opportunity to accelerate the
necessary food system transformation: Emile Frison, Interim Coordinators,
Agroecology Coalition

Panelists: Dr Million Belay, Emile Frison, Dr Martin Oulu, Gabor Figeczky, Josephine Akia,
Hanningtone Owegi SG PELUM Association

Moderator: Dr. David Amudavi

BREAK OUT SESSIONS/PARALLEL SESSIONS
Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1. Enhancing Crop Yields and Biodiversity Conservation with Agroecological
Approaches: Evidence from Kenya - Dr. Noah Adamtey, Mr. Felix Matheri, Ms.
Nancy Mwende Munyoki, Mr. Nderitu Mwangi, Dr. Edward Karanja & Mr. David
Bautze.

2. Farmer Participatory Piloting of Agro-Ecological Approaches for Sustainable
Production of Traditional African Vegetables in Smallholder Farms in Kenya -
Dr. Srinivasan Ramasamy, Ms. Carolyne Wangungu, Dr. Ralph Roothaert, Dr.
Wubetu Bihon Legesse, Dr. Rosina Wanyama, Ms. Anne Mwatha &Dr. Josiah
Ateka.

3. Efficacy Of the Farmer Communication Programme in Promoting
Agroecology Among Smallholder Farmers in Kenya - Fredrick Ochieng,
Joseph Nyamesegere &Christopher Rwanda.

4. Economics of Agroecology - Innocent Faith, David Kersting — Giz.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1. Investigating Factors That Affect the Adoption of Pollinator-Friendly
Agricultural Practices Within Smallholder Farms in Vihiga County, Western
Kenya. - Ms. Ennia Bosshard, Mr. Harrison Carter, Dr. Ana Nuno, Dr.
Christopher Kettle & Dr. Christopher Kaiser-Bunbury.

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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Theme 2: Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and
health: Soil health and farmer managed seed system:s.
1

A Waste of Time? Increasing On-Farm Labor Through an Agroecological
Transition in Malawi --Ms. Sidney Madsen, Prof. Rachel Bezner Kerr &Mr.
Laifolo Dakishoni.

Organic Versus Conventional Farmer Crisis Responses: Implications Under
Covid and Russia-Ukraine War - Alex Mutungi, Venancia Wambua and David
Amudavi

Do Organic Farming Improve the
Sustainability of Smallholder Farmers? Evidence From Five Case Studies in

Initiatives in Sub Saharan Africa
Ghana and Kenya - Mr. Johan Blockeel, Dr. Irene Egyir, Dr. Anne Muriuki, Dr.
Kadzere Irene, Dr. Joseph Bandanaa, Mr. Joseph Clottey, Dr. John Ndungu, Dr.
Chrysanthus Tanga & Dr. Christion Schader.

Striving For Resilient Farming Systems Through Poultry Interventions in Semi-
Arid Eastern Kenya- Ms. Carolyne Khalayi Wafula.

Investigating Foot and Mouth Disease in Wami Village, Tanzania. A Study of
Pastoralists' Awareness, Practices and Vaccination Applicability- Dr. Rajab
Awami, Dr. Shaabani Mshamu, Mrs. Janet Maro, Ms. Salma Yassin, Mr. Alex
Wostry, Mr. Yohana Haule & Dr. Latifa Mreta.

Interact: Promoting Exponential Change to Agroecology-Ms. Liesl Hattingh,
Ms. Sumeeta Gawande, Ms. Suzanne Neave & Ms. Claire Bake.

Informal Seed Exchange and Own Seed Production by Farmers Are the Key
Pillars of Tanzanian Agriculture - Ms. Veronica Massawe, Mr. Simon Degelo,
Ms. Rajwinder Riar, Dr. Tanay Joshi, Mr. Alexander Heer, Mr. Rainard Mjunguli,
Ms. Betty Malaki, Mr. Etienne Basset, Dr. Monika Messmer & Dr. Amritbir Riar.

S

Moderators: PELUM Uganda, Seed Savers, TOAM and ROAM

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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BREAK OUT SESSIONS:

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Farm Resilience Assessment Using FAO's Adapted Sharp+ Tool in Busia
County, Kenya- Ms. Sophie Van Den Berg, Dr. Charles Nwokoro, Ms. Elizabeth
Imbo, Ms. Aleksandra Wybieralska, Ms. Marnie Pannatier, Ms. Jimena Monroy,
Dr. Cornelia Speich Mrs. Kesso Gabrielle Van Zutphen & Dr. Tanja Barth.
Evaluation of the Global Advocacy Project (GAP) For the Ecological Organic
Agriculture Initiative: Focus on Eastern Africa — Ms. Venancia Wambua, Mr.
Alex Mutungi & Dr. David Amudavi.

Theme 5: Institutional and policy drivers for Agroecological transformations

1.

Policy Recommendations on Agroecology Approaches for Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems That Enhance Food Security and Nutrition in
Vihiga County-Kenya- Mr. Reuben Chumba K. B.,, Ms. Olimba Lillian Aluso, Dr.
Caroline Wambui, Mrs. Ennia Bosshard & Mr. Harrison Carter.

Breaking The Cycle of Debt, Poverty, And Hunger to Build Resilient
Agroecological Food Systems - Dr. Hans R. Herren, Dr. Million Belay, Ms. Li
Ching Lim, Dr. Jennifer Clapp, Ms. Shalmali Guttal, Dr. Desmond Mcneill, Ms.
Sofia Monsalve Sudrez, Dr. Rajeev Patel, Mr. Nicholas Jacobs & Dr. Emile
Frison.

Theme 5: Institutional and policy drivers for Agroecological transformations

1.

Mainstreaming Agroecological Policy and Legal Frameworks in Agriculture for
Transforming Food Systems: The Case of Muranga and Kiambu Counties -
Ms. Faith Gikunda Mr. Gathuru Mburu.

Agroecology Issues in Agricultural and Allied Policies: Experience from
Tanzania - Dr. Devotha Mosha, Dr. Suzana Nyanda & Prof. Dismas Mwaseba.

Moderator: Dr. Martin Oulu
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_ DAY THREE: 23"° MARCH 2023

Timings
7.00am -
8.30pm

8.30am -
10:30am

11:00am -
1:00pm

Activity

Viewing of posters/ exhibitions

PLENARY SESSION 5

Reflections on Day 2

Keynote Speech: Financing Food Systems for Environmental and Socio-
Economic Development in Africa — Dr. Frank Eyhorn, CEO Biovision Foundation.
Speaker 1: Indigenous food systems and especially pastoral-based systems- Milka
Chepkorir, Coordinator of Community Land Action NOW/! CLAN.

Speaker 2: Financing Agroecology in Eastern Africa: Emerging Opportunities and
Aspirations -Daniel Moss, Co-Director Agroecology Fund.

Roundtable Discussion of Development Partners & Donors:

(SDC, Biovision Foundation, Agroecology Fund, SSNC, GlZ, SWISSAID Tanzania,
ICRAF, AFSA)

Moderator: Markus Arbenz, FiBL

BREAK OUT SESSIONS:
Theme 3: Women and Youth in Agroecology

1. Food Sources and Dietary Diversity Among Conventional and Organic Female
Farmers in Murang'a County, Kenya - Dr. Kadzere Irene, Dr. Anne Muriuki, Ms.
Marian Kamau, Mr. David Gathuka, Dr. Peter Mokaya, Dr. Noah Adamtey, Ms.
Marlene Heeb, Dr. Christian Schader & Prof. Isabelle Herter-Aeberli.

2. Enhancing Research Through Farmers' Research Networks: Opportunities and
Challenges — Suzana Nyanda & Dr. Devotha Mosha, Dr. Siwel Nyamba, Dr.
Newton Kilasi & Prof. Dismas Mwaseba.

3. Agroecology And Sustainable Livelihoods as A Framework to Empower
Women and Youth in East Africa - Ms. Celina Butali & Dr. Monica Nderit.

4. Increasing Productivity and Reducing Poverty Through Regenerative
Agriculture and Circular Economy — Ms. Chiara Baiocco.

222



RICA AGROECOLOG
[\
—(ﬁv‘“ €000 «S(V\(?;E;x’\:«i Z‘;’é,‘;fs;o'vs,& coNp
S WO uM® Eligg,tEpy &y
,‘?}' (o“‘m oo e Rop, &6‘4,
2 v‘\e o o'\’o o&
& %
RS

fio a
Food Systems for i and i

Theme 5: Institutional and policy drivers for Agroecological transformations

1.

Emerging Messages on Viability of Agroecological Practices in Africa -Mr. Ric
Coe

Testing Co-Management as An Option of Sustaining Fishery Resources for An
Open Access Water Body: The Case of Lake Malawi in Nkhotakota District-
Ms. Cynthia Vugutsa, Dr. Charity Chanza & Prof. Emmanuel Kaunda.

The Role of African Progressive Cultural Practices and Social Institutions on
Sustainable Agri-Food Systems and Improved Nutrition- Ms. Salome
Owuonda & Dr. Sarah Olembo.

Theme 6: Financing agroecological transformations

1.

Prosperous Land, Prosperous People: Scaling Finance for Nature-Based
Solutions in Kenya - Dr. Jeremiah Rogito.

The Agroecology Coalition: An Opportunity to Accelerate the Necessary Food
System Transformation- Dr. Emile Frison & Mr. Oliver Oliveros.

Public Investments in Organic Agriculture in Kenya - Dr. David Amudavi,
Venancia Wambua & Alex Mutungi.

Theme 1: Production, productivity, scaling up and sustainability of farming
systems based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies.

1.

Effect of Field Margin Vegetation on Natural Pest Regulation in Dolichos Bean
(Lablab Purpureus L.)- Janet Obanyi, Prof. Joshua Ogendo Egerton University,
Prof. Richard Mulwa, Dr. Jane Nyaanga, Prof. Erick Cheruiyot, Dr. Philip Bett,
Prof. Steven Belmain, Prof. Sarah Arnold, Dr. Victoria Woolley & Prof. Philip
Stevenson.

Agroecological Practices Strengthen Perceived Ability to Cope with Climate
Change - Dr. Amritbir Riar, Mr. Alexander Heer, Ms. Veronica Massawe, Ms.
Rajwinder Riar, Dr. Tanay Joshi, Mr. Rainard Mjunguli, Ms. Sarah Mader, Ms.
Betty Malaki, Mr. Etienne Basset & Dr. Monika Messmer.

Integrated Approaches to Supporting Sustainable Livelihoods: Asset-Based
and Agency-Based Approaches, Landscape Level Communities of Practice
and Citizen Science - Lisa Fuchs.

Moderators: ISFAA, ESAFF, Swiss Aid Tanzania, FiBL, Pelum Kenya
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2.00pm - OFFICIAL CLOSING CEREMONY
5.30pm Call 2 Action: Ms. Venancia Wambua, EOA-I Project Manager
Official Closing Speech:
1. Hon. Frank Tumwebaze- Cabinet Minister of Agriculture, Uganda
2. Hon. Mithika Linturi - Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development, Kenya

Closing Remarks: Member of the COC-ISFAA
Vote of Thanks: Dr. Sarah Olembo

Vote of Thanks: Mr. Alex Mutungi

Master of Ceremony — Ms. Victoria Rubadiiri

Chief Rapporteur - Ms. Violet V. Nyando

DAY FOUR: 24™ MARCH 2023

7.00am - EXCURSION: FARM VISITS — Excursion Sub Committee
4.30pm Machakos: Mr. Charles Mawia's Farm

Limuru: Taste the forests Kenya Ltd

Kiambu: Grow Biointensive Agriculture Centre of Kenya (G-BIACK)

Programme for Side Events
Organizations planning side events:

The African Union Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) Initiative

Intersectoral Forum on Agrobiodiversity and Agroecology (ISFAA)

SWISSAID Tanzania

PELUM Association with specific country representation from PELUM KENYA, PELUM
UGANDA, PELUM TANZANIA and PELUM ETHIOPIA

GIZ ProSilience

The U.S. Mission to the African Union (USAU)

Day
7ileldels s | SWISSAID Tanzania  |Seed sovereignty for food and

nutrition security, income, and 11.00am-1.00
resilience to climate change,| Mount Kenya C [pm

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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agroecological transformation and
sustainable food systems

215" March

PP [eeh i | The AU Ecological

vl leiae s | GIZ ProSilience

vdEl VSTt | The U.S. Mission to

Intersectoral Forum |Ongoing policy and legislative
on Agrobiodiversity  |initiatives and the role of multi- 2.00pm-
and Agroecology stakeholder platforms (MSPs) in| Mount Kenya C |4.00pm
(ISFAA) influencing policy and scaling up
Agroecology in East Africa.
Best EOA Practices and Successes
Organic Agriculture  [for scaling up Agroecological | Mount Kenya C  [11.00am-
(EOA) Initiative) Initiatives 1.00pm
Economics of Agroecology Mount Kenya C  [2.00pm -
4.00pm
Modeling contribution of [ Mount Kenya C |4.00pm -
the African Union Agroecology to nutrition and food 6.00pm
(USAU) security
vl leites | PELUM Association  [Agroecology for  resilient food| Mount Kenya C  |11.00am -
systems 1.00pm

Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for Environmental and Social-Economic Development
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The inaugural hybrid (physical and virtual) Eastern Africa Conference on Agroecology:
Transforming Food Systems for Responsible Production, Consumption and Social
Wellbeing was convened in Nairobi, Kenya at the Safari Park Hotel and Casino from
the 21t — 24" March 2023. Biovision Africa Trust under the Ecological Organic
Agriculture Initiative of the African Union jointly convened the conference with the
Conference Organizing Committee (COC) of; the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development of Kenya, Pelum Kenya, ISFAA, KOAN and BIBA, Dr. Sarah Olembo of the
EOA-I CSC and Ms. Wanjiru Kamau an Organic expert, under the
theme: Strengthening Resilience and Sustainability in Food Systems for
Environmental and Social-Economic Development. In total 600 delegates registered
and attended the conference. Over the four days, delegates participated in pre-events,
one-on-one breakfast/lunch/dinner side events, seven (7) conference plenary sessions,
twenty-two (22) breakout sessions, and six (6) official side events. In addition, there
were more than 15 exhibitors who displayed innovative products and technologies,
educative posters, and field excursions organized to selected agroecology centers
where delegates experienced hands-on with integrated agroecology interventions
implemented by individuals and or institutions.

The response by international, regional, national, and local renowned speakers of
agroecology gave the Eastern Africa conference an international outlook. Indeed, it
was a knowledge-packed experience, thought leadership-focused learning, and
solution-oriented conference. Presentations were anchored on best practices, evidence
backed revelation that was aimed at eliciting discourse around fundamental issues
affecting humans, animals, plants, and the planet in the context of sustainable
agriculture and food systems. The conference also provided a platform for a wide
spectrum of stakeholders to network and engage socially and intellectually.

The conference was structured with five plenary sessions for discussing the key
thematic subjects, namely:
1. Production, productivity, scaling up, and sustainability of farming systems
based on environmentally friendly technologies and methodologies,
2. Best practices towards food security, nutrition, consumption, and health: Soil
health and farmer-managed seed systems,
3. Women, and youth in agroecology,
Ecological organic trade, markets, and economy,
5. Institutional and policy drivers for agroecology transformations, and 6)
Financing agroecological transformations.

e

222



\CA AGROECQy,
&y & ) 6@“ k::; SYSTEMS FOR Regp, 96y

Co,

ND SOC ONs,

© e Seion M S0 gt i
P oo Ne Ry, &
AN "o)., 'vo
N /\qy o? &

Py " a
Food Systems for i and i

The Keynote speaker Dr. Hans Herren, President of Millennium Institute, Co-founder
and President of Biovision Foundation, and Co-founder of Biovision Africa Trust set the
pace of the conference by delivering a powerful presentation on: Pathways to food
system transformation towards resilience and sustainability in Africa. He stressed that
when handling the challenge of food system transformation to deliver sustainable
production, consumption, and market in Africa there are four fundamental questions
that leaders and stakeholders must strive to address: Why is a food system
transformation needed? What are the options? Why is the implementation so
slow? and what's needed to accelerate the transformation?

The pathway to transformation is possible and there is strong validated evidence of
success that agroecology can contribute towards achieving sustainable food systems
not only in Africa but also in the world by delivering on the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). However, this will have to take an intentional and deliberate
collaborative approach that is multi-sectoral, multi-disciplinary, multi-stakeholder, and
multi-level within an enabling environment that has coherent policies and legal
frameworks. Doing business as usual is not an option he reiterated. He emphasized the
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