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Scaling up Agroecology Initiative

Concerted action & cooperation

Scaling up Agroecology Initiative

 Cooperation among UN + all sectors

 Synergies among global initiatives

Mobilize resources and investments
Policy 

processes

Knowledge and 
innovations

Build 
connections



Definitions and frameworks

10 Elements of Agroecology: framework endorsed by FAO Members in 2019 
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 Agroecology evidence remains fragmented 
 Need for harmonized evidence on agroecology: embracing 

multi-dimensionality, diversity and complexity
 Mandate from FAO Gov. Bodies: strengthen normative, science 

and evidence-based work on agroecology, developing metrics, 
tools and protocols 

Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation TAPE

Harmonized evidence and data

40 countries in 5 
regions

5036 
farms/households

24 languages, 
including 6 official 
UN languages

Developed by FAO- Animal 
Production and Health 
division (NSA) &
Plant Production and 
Protection division (NSP) 
with external partners



TAPE in numbers: 5,036 farms/households in 40 countries 

Latin America and 
the Caribbean:

369 farms/households in 6 
countries

Sub-Saharan Africa
3544 farms/households in 

10 countries

Asia and Pacific:
611 farms/households in 

7 countries

Europe and 
Central Asia:
250 farms/

households in 16 
countries

Middle East
262 farms/ 

households in 1 
country

(9 countries)



Some initial results from TAPE

• Recent application in > 800 farms in Lesotho, Mali, Tanzania and Uganda: Evidence on benefits of 

agroecological systems on environmental, economic and social dimensions

• Agroecological farms generate higher economic values, producing more, creating more wealth 

and generating higher levels of income 

• Environmental benefits include soil health and biodiversity

• Social benefits: Nutrition, Women Empowerment and an active engagement of Youth

• Main Partners in Africa:  

ARAA/ECOWAS (West Africa), ARFA (Burkina Faso), COLEACP (Benin), DCA (Uganda), Eclosio

(Benin, Senegal), ENABEL (Benin) , ENDA Pronat (Senegal), Haramaya University (Ethiopia), Ile 

de Paix (Tanzania), IRPAD (Mali), reNature (Kenya), RSDA (Lesotho), Trocaire (Rwanda), ULB 

(Congo), Agroscope (Switzerland/Kenya), Louvain Coopération (Madagascar)



One example: evidence from Mali

 More advanced agroecological farms in the target territory produce more and generate 
more income with less use of external resources. We also found a strict correlation 
between agroecological transition and the existence of local and territorial markets.

 From an environmental point of view, our results indicate that farms more advanced in 
the transition use less pesticides, have more healthy soils, are more agrobiodiverse, and 
include more natural vegetation and pollinators within their agroecosystems.

 In the social dimension of sustainability, we showed that more advanced agroecological
farms are characterised by a more empowered youth less prone to emigrate, and more 
family members directly employed on-farm in the agricultural production. In terms of 
food security and nutrition, agroecological transition is positively correlated to food self-
sufficiency and more diversified and healthy diet.



Scaling up Agroecology Initiative -2019/2022

On-demand support to regions & countries on policy 

and regulatory frameworks, institutional capacity 

building, governance & policy dialogues, multi-sectoral 

articulation, implementation of international 

instruments.

Technical capacity building, development of knowledge 

products (e-courses, publications, case studies) 

inclusion of agroecology in projects, knowledge & 

innovation platforms

Catalyze funding and investments, 

outreach and advocacy, alliances 

with initiatives & partners.

Activities Achievements

 Over 70 online and in-person learning events. 

 Region & topic-specific e-courses & platforms.

 50 projects with AE within UN Agencies (50 

countries across all regions)

Consolidation of AE in focus countries

 India to scale up Natural Farming nationally. 

 Senegal: creation of territorial committees to 

implement AE transitions; 

 México: transition in 1million ha - 400,000 families –

27 states

 Active engagement in AE Coalition and 

Transformative Partnership Platform

 Incorporation in GEF projects and FFS

 Articulation with CC, Biodiversity and CC agendas



Important agroecology milestones in 2021-2022

UN Food Systems Summit

Agroecology emerged strongly as a key concept for 

inclusive food systems transformation

Agroecology Coalition was launched (40 countries and 

more than 70 organizations formally joined)

18 countries from Africa + African Union and ECOWAS

Committee on World Food Security (CFS)

A two-year policy convergence process

Consensus on the need for sustainable transformation of food 

systems

Outcome: Policy recommendations on “Agroecological and 

Other Innovative Approaches for SFS that Enhance FSN”



Responsible 
governance and 

coherent policies & 
institutional 
frameworks

What are the drivers to scale up agroecology?

Comprehensive 
performance 

measurement & 
monitoring 
frameworks 

To accelerate transition to resilient and diversified sustainable 
agriculture and food systems through agroecology

Re-orient 
research, 

innovation, 
advisory services 

& education to 
embrace 

co-creation

Strengthen 
institutions to 

embrace 
stakeholder 

engagement to 
address inequality



Opportunities for the region under new GEF cycle

• While GEF has mandate to deliver Global Environmental Benefits (i.e. 
financial mechanism of Multilateral Environmental Agreements, GEF 
adopts a people-centered approach to programming;

• GEF-8 strategy features healthy planet, healthy people agenda, 
embracing integrated and transformational approaches (such as 
Agroecology);

• Agri-food systems’ transformation is at the hearth of the strategy, 
delivered through global/regional programmes as well as national 
projects;

• FAO is a leading GEF Agency in Africa, and is well equipped to support 
countries with the blending and sequencing of environmental and 
climate financing (GCF, AF, CIFs, …)



The Way Forward

Policy 
processes

Knowledge 
and 

innovations

Build 
connections

Scaling up 

Agroecology 

Initiative
Action framework

2023-2030

Policy support

Knowledge & innovations

Investments & markets

Strengthen, adapt and apply existing 

tools, metrics and guidelines to unlock 

transformative policy processes for 

sustainable food systems.

Build capacities and catalyze scientific 
evidence to foster co-creation and 

widespread application of agroecology

knowledge and innovations.

Re-direct investments towards 
agroecological transitions processes, 

expanding markets for agroecology
and scaling up agroecological

investment programs



Thank you

http://www.fao.org/agroecology/home/en/

Emma.Siliprandi@fao.org
Isabel.Kuehne@fao.org
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