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Presentation Outline

• Introduction

• The Protocol on Trade in Goods

• Non-Tariff Measures and organic trade

• AfCFTA Implementation Tools and Instruments

• The AfCFTA Guided Trade Initiative (GTI)
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Signature Ceremony in Kigali – Rwanda MARCH 2018 

• May 2019: AfCFTA Agreement entered into force

• July 2019: Launching of the Operational Phase of the AfCFTA in Niamey – Niger

• February 2020: Election of first Secretary-General of the AfCFTA Secretariat

• August 2020: Official Commissioning and Handing over of the AfCFTA Secretariat
building

• 01 January 2021: Start of trading under the AfCFTA



AfCFTA Signatures and Ratifications

• 54 of 55 African countries have signed the AfCFTA Agreement.

• 46 African countries have ratified the AfCFTA Agreement

• 46 African countries are State Parties to the AfCFTA Agreement by

virtue of their ratifications and deposit of the instruments of

ratification
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The largest 
FTA

GDP of $3.4 trillion and a market of more than 1 billion 
consumers

African’s >250 million youth between 15-34 make up 
>60% of Africa’s population. 

SMEs account for more than 90% of businesses. 

Informal trade constitutes >30% of intra-African cross-
border trade, and,

60-70% of informal traders are women

H.E. Mr. Wamkele Mene, SG, AfCFTA



Annexes
1. Schedules of Tariff 
Concessions 

2. Rules of Origin 

3. Customs and 
Cooperation and 
Mutual Administrative 
assistance 

4. Trade Facilitation 

The Protocol on Trade in 
Goods

Annexes
5. Non-Tariff Barriers

6. Technical Barriers to 
Trade

7. Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary (SPS) 
measures

8. Transit

9. Trade Remedies
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Non-Tariff Measures and the potential impact on organic 
trade

Non-Tariff Barriers

Implementation of Annex 5 
with a view to progressively 
eliminate NTBs. 

NTBs Work Program in 
place.

The AfCFTA NTB Online 
Mechanism for reporting, 
monitoring and eliminating 
of NTBs, as a platform for 
the private sector to report 
NTBs. 

Technical Barriers to Trade

Applies to standards, technical 
regulations, conformity assessment 
procedures, Accreditation

metrology 

1. Trade Facilitation through: 
Cooperation and Elimination of 
TBTs.

2. International best practice in 
regulation

3. Use of international standards

mutual recognition arrangements  

Transparency

4. Working with Pan-African 
Quality Infrastructure (PAQI) 
Institutions

Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
measures 

Applies to SPS Measures that 
directly or indirectly affect trade 
between State Parties.

1. Facilitate trade while 
safeguarding human, animal or 
plant life or health; 

2. Enhance cooperation and 
transparency in the development 
and implementation of SPS 
measures 

3. Enhance technical capacity of 
State Parties to implement and 
monitor SPS measures and use of 
international standards  
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A picture is worth a 
thousand words

A complex idea can be conveyed 
with just a single still image, 
namely making it possible to 
absorb large amounts of data 
quickly.
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AfCFTA Engagement on Standards



 The AfCFTA NTB Online 
Mechanism:

 Art 12.(1): “A mechanism 
for identifying, reporting 
and monitoring NTBs
established to facilitate the 
elimination of NTBs […]”

 Art. 12(2): “Any […] 
Economic Operator may 
register a complaint […]”

w
w

w.tradebarriers.africa

Annex 5 on NTBs – Policies and 
Initiatives



Annex 7 on SPS – Policies and Initiatives
 Risk Assessment to determine appropriate level of Sanitary of Phytosanitary

Protection. (Art. 5)
 Risk Assessments techniques developed by international organizations
 Availability of scientific evidence

 Adaptation to Regional Conditions, Including Pest or Disese Free Areas and Areas of
Low Pest or Disease Prevalence(Art. 6)
 Pronciples and guidelines of regionalization and zoning (OIE Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health

Codes)
 Use intrnational standards, guidelines and recommendations
 Pest status of an area
 Scientific evidence

 Equivalence(Art. 7)
 Measures deemed to be equivalent if science based technical information can be demonstrated
 Bilateral and multilateral agreements on recognition
 Use procedures by WTO SPS Committee, the CAC, OIE and the IPPC

 Harmonization(Art. 8)
 Based on international standards, guidelines and recommendations
 Scientific justification for anything more stringent
 Participation in the work of the CAC, OIE and the IPPC
 Determination for priority commodities for harmonization



Annex 7 on SPS – Policies and Initiatives
 Audit Verification(Art. 9)
 An importing State Party may carry an assessment of control programmes of the competent authority

of the exporting State Party
 Use its own resources
 Use principles and guidelines by international standards setting bodies

 Import or Export Inspections and Fees(Art. 10)
 Fees may not exceed the recovery of the costs
 Non-compliance must be dealt according to international standards

 Transparency(Art. 11)
 Comply with procedures
 Notify draft, revised or adopted SPS Measures
 Provide results of a rejected non-compliant consignment

 Technical Consultations(Art. 12)
 Consultations maybe requested
 Response within 30 days
 Matter maybe refered to the SPS Sub-Committee

 Emergency SPS Measures (Art. 13)
 Notify emergency SPS Measures within 48 hours
 Technical consultations to held within 10 days



AfCFTA Implementation Tools and 
Instruments 

• The AfCFTA website www.au-afcfta.org

• The AfCFTA e-Tariff Book https://etariff.au-afcfta.org/

• Trading documents - Certificate of Origin, Origin Declaration, 

Supplier/Producer Declaration

• RoO Manual
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AfCFTA Implementation Tools and 
Instruments 

• Non-Tariff Barriers online - https://au-afcfta.org/operational-

instruments/ntbs/

• Implementation Support – Adjustment Facility and Pan-African 

Payment and Settlement System (PAPSS)
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The AfCFTA Guided Trade Initiative (GTI): Background

 The Assembly of AU Head of States set 1st January 2021 as the ‘start of trading’

 3rd year of tariff reduction starts on 1st January 2023 

 The Ministerial Directive on the Application of Provisional Schedules of Tariff 
Concessions (PSTC) for 90% of products (Category A)

 The Ministerial Directive provided a solution-based approach with main objective 
to kick-start commercially meaningful trade under the AfCFTA

 The AfCFTA Secretariat Guided Trade Initiative (GTI) announced at the CoMs in 
July 2022



The AfCFTA Guided Trade Initiative: Objectives  

The overall objectives of the GTI are to:

 Demonstrate the efficiency of the legal framework of
the AfCFTA instruments.

 Obtain feedback on the effectiveness of the legal and
institutional national systems in the participating
countries.

 Test the readiness of the private sector to participate
in trade under the AfCFTA

 Identify possible future interventions to increase
intra-African trade and maximize the benefits of the
AfCFTA.



GTI: Outcomes

 Seven (7) Participants State Parties: Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Rwanda and Tanzania 

 Number of commercial transactions: 93

 Examples of products: tea, ceramics, coffee, fertilizers, medicaments, 
motorcycles, filters, batteries, soaps, processed chicken, processed beef, dried 
prune, pasta etc.

We continue to work with the above Seven State Parties ; Others are invited 
to join



Lessons Learned
▪ Trade legal framework of the AfCFTA is ready to support actual trade

under the AfCFTA.

▪ Central and AfCFTA dedicated Coordination/ implementation
Committees on National level can fast track the benefits of the
AfCFTA.

▪ Logistical arrangements and capabilities can be obstacle for AfCFTA
Trade specially in low scale trades.

▪



Lessons Learned contd..
▪ There is a need to promote private sector engagement and creative

African tailored solutions transportation challenges.

▪ GTI played an important role in facilitating discussions among State

Parties to implement the Agreement.

▪ State Parties need to mobilize businesses

▪ Need for Trade Aggregators for economies of scale.
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⊷ Ecological organic trade, markets, and economy pivotal 
for the agriculture sector in Africa

⊷ Africa’s consumption outlook is changing
⊷ Increased consumer awareness
⊷ Several GTI products are organic
⊷ Applied rules of origin favors organic trade

Conclusion:



Contact  Details
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Thanks!
ANY QUESTIONS?
You can find me at
⊷ @username
⊷ user@mail.me
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