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The science and philosophy of
agroecology appears to be one
of widely proposed approaches
to sustainable Agric. & Food
Systems (FSs) (Gliessman, 2019).
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Introduction

Policies for agriculture and related fields consist of
government decisions - influence the level and stability of

input and output prices, public investments, Costs and
incomes, and allocation of resources

These policies affecting Agric production & FSs.

They also influence adoption & implementation of AE
practices either directly or indirectly.



Why this study?

Aims to understand - how agroecology (AE) issues have
been embedded in the current agricultural & allied policies
in Tanzania.

Why AE Aspect?

e Reduce land degradation
e Regeneration of landscape
quality & biodiversity




* Create growing ecosystems
* Increase crop productivity and food production in a
sustainable manner



Specific objectives

Specifically, our study seeks to:

|dentify policies in Tanzania that have a bearing on AEl,
|dentify gaps in the relevant policies that have implications
on AEIl practices in the country

Propose policy interventions for promotion of AEl in the

country



Methodology

Literature reviews - various policies and journal papers
including:

The Tanzania National Agric Policy 201 3,
The National Environmental Policy 2004,

Livestock, & Forest policies
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Key Findings

Policies in Tanzania that embedded Agroecology issues.

The National Agriculture Policy 2013 (NAP 201 3).
The principal institutional framework for agricultural dev.

in Tanzania.

Goals to:
Develop an efficient, competitive and profitable agricultural

industry that contributes to livelihood improvement of

Tanzanians, and
Attainment of broad-based economic growth and poverty

alleviation



Key Findings cont....

The goals can be achieved through promotion of Agric systems;
technologies and practices which are environmentally sound including:

Intensification & diversification of Agric production

Promotion of mixed farming,

Intensification of biological processes on farmlands) via AE practices;
Improvement in water use efficiency

Intensification of wild and domesticated plant genetic materials (traditional
seeds)

The NAP 2013 recognises the importance of organic foods as products
derived from certifiable farm management systems.



The National Environmental Policy, 2004
Recognizes the broad meaning of environment (air, land and water;
plant and animal life, & socio-economic aspects).

Recognizes - the lives of all people are connected to the
environment.

Tanzania has blessed with biodiversity

Thus, it recognize the sustainable exploitation of biodiversity
(URT, 2020)

Thus, programmes for the conservation and utilization of biological
diversity are important to prevent biodiversity loss.



Key Findings...

Livestock sector:

The Env. Policy clearly see the relevant to agroecology
improved conservation on grazing lands,
preservation of feed resources,
restoration and protection of grazing lands, and

promotion of rotational grazing.



Policy Gaps

In the existing NAP (201 3), there is no direct or explicit
emphasis on the use of agroecology practices to overcome
agriculture challenges

Agroecology has not prominently featured Agric &related
policies, implies there is a window of opportunity to place

emphasis on specific strategies or regulations in support of
AEL

Movement on Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) Tanzania



Policy Gaps Cont....

The Plant Health Act (2020) has provisions for licensing bio-
input suppliers.

However, legislation is yet operationalised waiting for the
completion and sanctioning of regulations that would spell
out details on procedures and processes for
operationalization of the law.



Policy Gaps...

Limited interventions to support the distribution and access
to bio-inputs ( bio-fertilizers, and bio-pesticides)



Policy/Strategic Interventions for
promotion of AEI

= AE has potential to support Agric. transformation in Africa.
However, it requires far greater attention from the policy

perspectives.

“  We need an institutional support from Government & NGOs



Policy/Strategic Interventions for promotion
of AEIl & transition

= Strategic intervention is required in the design of guidelines
to support investments in the local production of bio-inputs

* Importantly in order to improve & increase the supply and
availability of the bio-inputs to meet the rising demand in AE
production requirement.



Policy/Strategic Interventions for promotion
of AEI

Ministry of Agriculture has already taken steps in
development of new curricula mentioned AE features - for

training of potential staff for extension services (Certificate
& Diploma)

But, there is 2 need to train in-service extension staff to
include AE practices in their day-to-day extension services.



Conclusions

Transforming FSs requires a change of existing
policies and institutional frameworks to include AE

issues

We need necessary policy statements, and guidelines
to support agroecological organic agriculture.

Government & NGOs attention and supports are

needed
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